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Entertainment: 
Read how the 
“Black Swan”
reviews on Page 7.

Sports:  
Read how the 
boys’ swim team 
qualified four 
individuals for state 
on Page 8.Shield
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Teachers monitor the halls during 
passing periods, enforcing rules and 
moving students along to their classes.  
Yet another silent guardian keeps a 
watch on students every hour of the 
day: surveillance cameras.

Thirteen cameras in total monitor 
both the hallways and the perimeter 
of Aquinas.  The first cameras were 

installed outside nearly eight years ago 
to prevent vandalism.

“Somebody drove on the (soc-
cer fields) with their truck, and we 
got tired of that,” said Principal of 
Student Services Michael Sullivan.  “It 
happened a couple of times and that 
made us say we needed some kind of 
visibility out there.”

Eventually, all major entrances of 
the school received at least one camera 
due to the constant traffic of the park-
ing lots and in an effort to increase 
students’ safety.   The motivations for 
bringing cameras indoors were because 
of similar concerns.

 “Students don’t realize that John-
son County Community College uses 

all these classrooms at night, so there’s 
200 students walking up and down 
these hallways—if your locker’s open, 
it’s a target,” Sullivan said.

A series of minor calculator thefts 
led to cameras being introduced in 
the upstairs hallways initially due to 
their isolation from the main offices 
of the school.  Just this year, however, 
cameras have been added to freshman 
and senior halls.

Students are also watched on the 
computers at Aquinas immediately 
after they log in.  

When dedication, determination, 
rowdy fans and a bitter rivalry collide, 
an instant classic is born. In the last 
week, there have been two. 

The first was on Wednesday, 
Jan. 12, when a shot by freshman Tia 
Weledji with 2.4 seconds left gave the 
Saints girls’ basketball team a narrow 
victory against the Gardner Edgerton 
Trailblazers. The second was last Fri-
day, when the Saints boys’ basketball 
team was able to defeat the Bishop 
Miege Stags, winning on the road 
40-31 . Both were exciting games, each 
having an incredible story.

After not being able to stop the 
high powered offense of Gardner 
Edgerton and losing 49-35, the boys 
faced another tough opponent in 
Bishop Miege, the defending 5A state 
champions. Boys’ Basketball Head 
Coach Sean Reilly knew exactly what 
the team was up against.

“We knew we were going up 
against a tough physical team (Gard-
ner Edgerton), and Miege will be no 
different,” he said.

As fans from both sides packed 
the small gymnasium at Miege, people 
realized that this game would be physi-
cal and would come down to closing 
minutes.  While they were right, most 
probably did not anticipate the kind of 
score this game would have. 

 Both defenses dominated in the 
first half, forcing turnovers and pre-
venting offensive rebounds. At the end 
of the first quarter, the Saints held a 
lead of nine to six.  In the second quar-
ter, the offenses showed more life, and 
Miege was able to grab the lead mid-
quarter. However, the Saints’ defense 
seemed nearly impenetrable, keeping 
Miege’s lead to within four points. 

  After a rather entertaining half-
time dance from a young Saints fan, 
the game became one of inches in the 
second half. The Saints held the Stags 
to only five points in the third quarter, 
and even after four lead changes, the 
score still favored the Stags entering 
the fourth quarter 27-25.
                        

A faraway trip to Paris may seem 
like a dream to most, but to five Saint 
Thomas Aquinas students, this dream 
became a reality over Christmas break. 

“I was really excited,” junior 
Haley Sieben said. “It really didn’t sink 
in that I was going to Paris until I was 
actually on the plane.”

Sieben was not alone in her excite-
ment. Juniors Marie Radke, Katie Sch-
neider, Haley Sieben and seniors Katie 
Gould and Jamie Bouler also shared in 
the anticipation. 

On this whirlwind trip, the stu-
dents, along with a few parents and a 
grandmother, visited famous French 
landmarks such as Eiffel Tower, the 
Louvre, Notre Dame Cathedral, Ver-
sailles and other attractions.

“We went to Notre Dame and 
went up the stairs to the church. You 
could see the whole city,” Schneider 
said. 

The students spent New Year’s 
Eve in France and were treated to 
makeovers that night.  Celebrations of 
this holiday in France are less elaborate 

than in the United States.
 “In France for New Year’s, the 

people don’t really go out and party, 
they go and spend the evening with 
friends and family,” Sieben said.  “We 
had dinner, and then headed back to 
the hotel to put on our new outfits and 
show off our new makeovers.”

French teacher Rebecca Bock 
recalled the memorable reactions of 
others to the makeovers. 

 “(One of my favorite moments 
was seeing) the girls walk into the 
lobby all dressed up, hair and make-up 
done, turning every head in the Mar-
riott Hotel!” Bock said. “They were 
beautiful.”

The girls enjoyed traditional 
French dishes including escargot, 
which are cooked snails. 

“I tried a snail, duck and differ-
ent kinds of pasta,” Sieben said. “My 
favorite was croque-monsieur, which is 
basically the French version of grilled 
cheese with ham.”

Senior Jamie Bouler, on the other 
hand, enjoyed sampling authentic 
crêpes. 

“The girl who was selling (the 
crêpes) was making them right in front 
of us, and they tasted so good,” Bouler 
said. “I also really enjoyed speaking 
French to the waiters and the people 
of Paris.”

Like the cuisine, the pace and cul-
ture of France is very different from 

that of America.
“Most people, I noticed, walked 

everywhere or took the metro, and the 
feeling in cafes is not rushed at all,” 
Bouler said. “Dogs can go into places 
like shops, and I saw a dog in our 
hotel.”

Schneider noted a few minor dif-
ferences as well. 

“When you eat out, the tip is 
already included in the meal and Coke 
is more expensive,” Schneider said.

With all the excitement of the 
trip, the students bonded with one 
another quite easily.

“I met a lot of new people and 
got to know the seniors,” junior Marie 
Radke said. 

This was the first time that the 
French club went to Paris over break, 
and it may not be the last they do so. 

“We’ll just take it year by year.  
Summer is a better weather time to 
travel, so we’ll keep that in mind,” 
Bock said.  

“This year, having a son in Af-
ghanistan and a daughter overseas, I 
felt I could go (on the trip) without 
giving up Christmas vacation with my 
older kids,”

Even if the Paris trip does not 
happen next year, Bock explained that 
her students still have a way to visit 
France through Aquinas. 

“My students are offered a pro-
gram International Youth Exchange in 

the summer where they host a French 
student for two weeks at their home 
and then go to France for two weeks,” 
Bock said.” Senior Daniel Gremillion 
went last year and had a wonderful 
experience. I have at least one student 
go every year.” d

Courtesy of Haley Sieben
Katie Gould, Haley Sieben and Jamie Bouler make crepês during a cooking class in Paris. The French club students spent several days in Paris, including New Years’ Eve and Day. 

Courtesy of Haley Sieben

Haley Sieben poses for the camera at the 
Eiffel Tower. The Eiffel Tower was one of the 
many places the French students visited.

MEGAN LUCAS
Reporter

French club students celebrate 
their New Years’ in Paris and 
travel to French attractions.

CONNOR CASEY
Sports Editor

Both boys’ and girls’ basketball 
teams win games, striving for wins 
until the very last buzzer.

Surveillance equipment guards student interests

MICHAEL CARLSON
Editor in Chief

Security cameras and computer 
moitoring software ensures 
student security.

Continued on Page 2, 
SURVEILLANCE

Students enjoy French culture

Cara Oldenhuis | The Shield

Will Markway shoots for a basket, holding 
off Miege player. The boys’ basketball team 
won against Miege 41-30.
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Last year, somebody was on the 
KU basketball website just looking 

when they were in a theology class, 
which they shouldn’t be on the KU 
website. So I’ll close down, they 

open it back up, and eventually I’ll 
just write a message in there saying 
you shouldn’t be doing this. I do that 
once in a class, and everyone will be 
like “okay, they’re looking in our ma-
chines” and that just kind of stops it. 

KU Basketball
Computer Lockdown

Basketball 
teams win 
nail-biters

Kelsey Thomeczek | The Shield

Jack Pauley signs the Freshmen Academy Awards’ banner, 
which gets put up in freshman hall after the dance. This 

dance is unique because it is a dance only for freshmen.

- David Shriver

Technology Department Chair
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Surveillance: Cameras intended 
to be a rule-breaking deterrent

New students find their place at Aquinas
MITCHELL COTA
Managing Editor

Continued from Page 1

A program called Lightedge tracks 
every click made online, filtering web-
sites deemed inappropriate.

Specific websites are not blocked; 
instead, the program prevents access to 
sites which have a description match-
ing a predetermined set of categories.  
The strictness of each category depends 
on whether the user is a student or 
teacher.

Additionally, a person’s 
machine can be taken control 
of remotely by Technology 
Department Chair David 
Shriver on his com-
puter at any time.  This 
capability gets used to 
fix computer problems 
more frequently than to 
watch students.

“These are all the 
computer names that 
are logged on, and this 
piece of software can 
actually go in and look 
at one of those machines,” 
said Shriver, displaying a 
screen with a large list of active 
computers.  “What I usually do is 
see if a laptop gets left on, and I go in 
and shut it down (from here) instead of 
digging through the cart.” 

The program is powerful enough to 
install software without needing physi-
cal access to another person’s machine.  
An example of this was shown when 
Shriver briefly entered the computer of 
Guided Studies teacher Charlie Lamont, 
quickly updating his copy of Windows 
XP.

“It’s not being lazy, it’s just being ef-

ficient with my time,” Shriver said.
Arguably, the surveillance cameras 

possess capabilities equal to, if not more 
powerful, than the ones on the desktops 
and laptops.  

All the outdoor cameras have the 
ability to zoom very long distances with-

out sacrificing 
picture 

quality; 
Sullivan demonstrated this by control-
ling a camera near the front entrance, 
focusing far enough so that a truck’s li-
cense plate could be read clear across se-
nior lot.  Certain devices also rotate their 
viewpoint every 10 seconds to provide 
many different angles of observation.

Unlike those found outside, the cam-
eras in the hallways stay in a constant 

fixed position.  Regardless, the total 
amount of time footage is saved for each 
viewpoint comes to nearly a week. 

“It recycles, as you probably under-
stand; it tapes back over and you have 
to continue doing that,” Sullivan said.  
“Personally, you don’t need all that 
footage.”

The attendance office contains a 
monitor with a series of cycling camera 
views watched by the secretaries for sus-
picious activity, such as people entering 

the building without signing in.  In 
instances such as these, either Sul-

livan or Student Resource Officer 
Kenneth Ufford gets notified in 
order to discover the identity 
of the visitor.

With the combination of 
the keyless entry doors and 
Ufford being stationed by the 
main entrance in the ticket 
office, instances such as these 
are rare.

 “I think it’s just a safety 
feature for the students, I mean 

it works, it’s helped.  Overall, 
we don’t have a lot of theft, and 

that’s because of the cameras,” 
Sullivan said.
Rarely, if ever, do students need to be 

notified about improper computer usage.  
The presence of faculty in most loca-
tions where computers are eliminates 
most issues.

“You know, I could say that we’re 
lucky that we don’t have problems, but 
it’s not really luck, it’s just that students 
are responsible in what they do,” Shriver 
said.  “The teachers set the tone: this is 
what you should do, this is where you 
should be doing it, and for the most part, 
students follow it.” d

Where did you transfer from? St. 
Teresa’s Academy

What are the major differences 
between your previous school 
and Aquinas?

 Passing periods, lengths of 
classes and boys

First person that welcomed you at 
Aquinas? Julie Bride

Did you feel welcomed at Aquinas? 
Yes

What do you miss about your old 
school? Not having to get ready 
in the morning and the campus.

Favorite Treat America lunchroom 
food? Cookies

Favorite teacher (so far)? Mrs. 
Nourie

Weirdest thing about Aquinas to 
you? The class schedules

Murphy Marx

Gavin Manley

Where did you transfer from? Cha-
nute High School (Chanute, KS)

What are the major differences 
between your previous school 
and Aquinas? Uniforms and food

First person that welcomed you at 
Aquinas? Joseph Winslow

Did you feel welcomed at Aqui-
nas? Yes

What’s your favorite thing about 
Aquinas? There are a lot of 
things

What do you miss most about your 
old school? Friends and teach-
ers

Favorite Treat America lunchroom 
food? The cookies

Favorite teacher (so far)? Mr. 
Schenck 

Weirdest thing about Aquinas to 
you? The class schedules

Derek Rodgers
Where did you transfer from? Bon-

ner Springs

What are the major differences be-
tween your previous school and 
Aquinas? Amount of work

Reason for transfer? Academics 
and football.

First person that welcomed you at 
Aquinas? Paul Heit

Did you feel welcomed at Aquinas? 
Yes

What’s your favorite thing about 
Aquinas? How nice everyone is.

What to do you miss most about 
your old school? Nothing at all

Favorite Treat America lunchroom 
food? Bosco Sticks

Favorite teacher (so far)? Mr. 
DuBois

Weirdest thing about Aquinas to 
you? Uniforms, I’m getting used 
to it though.

If you could change one thing about 
yourself, what would that be? I’d 
like to be six inches taller.

Lauren Lovetro
Where did you transfer from? A 

public school in California

What are the major differences be-
tween your previous school and 
Aquinas? The people

Reason for transfer? I missed my 
Aquinas family

First person that welcomed you at 
Aquinas. Mr. Brown

Did you feel welcomed at Aquinas? 
I have always felt really wel-
comed here.

What’s your favorite thing about 
Aquinas? Being able to be 
yourself.

What do you miss most about your 
old school? Being able to go off 
campus for lunch.

Favorite Treat America lunchroom 
food? Bosco sticks

Favorite teacher (so far)? Miss D

Cameron Wiltse

Where did you transfer from? Blue 
Valley Northwest

What are the major differences 
between your previous school 
and Aquinas? Uniform

Reason for transfer? My sister 
went to school here.

First person that welcomed you at 
Aquinas? Coach Riley

Did you feel welcomed at Aquinas? 
Yes

What’s your favorite thing about 
Aquinas? Lunch

What to do you miss most about 
your old school? Friends

Favorite Treat America lunchroom 
food? Fries

Favorite teacher (so far)? Mr. 
Brown

Weirdest thing about Aquinas to 
you? Uniform

If you could change one thing 
about yourself, what would that 
be? Nothing.

At the stroke of midnight ending 
2010, many Saint Thomas Aquinas 
students, along with millions around 
the world, made promises to change 
for the better in 2011.

What were these pledges? They 
were New Year’s resolutions. 

  “My definition (of a 
New Year’s resolution) is making a 
promise to yourself to make better of 
something in your life,” said junior 
Ryan Pottier. 

Some resolutions focus on 
dropping bad habits or adopting good 
ones. Senior 
Betsy Donahue 
and Pottier are 
determined 
to do exactly 
that this year. 
Donahue wants 
to sleep more 
and eat less, 
while Pottier 
hopes to make 
schoolwork a higher priority. 

Other resolutions tend to 
concentrate on treating their peers 
better; Juniors Madeline Malley and 
Laynie Timmons plan to improve in 
this area. Malley wants to be nicer 
to people and make new friends. 
Timmons’ goal is to be more patient 
with people, live in the moment and 
not stress out about things.

“I made this my New Year’s 
resolution because I am short with 

people sometimes and usually regret 
it afterward. I love being stress free 
because (it puts me) in a better 
mood!” Timmons said. 

One person’s resolution can 
have a positive impact on the lives of 
others.

“I feel that if I am nicer to people 
then more people around me will 
be nice to people,” Malley said. “I 
love making friends and making new 
students feel comfortable with the 
school and people.”

Committing to resolutions can 
be difficult since weaknesses tend to 
creep up from time to time. Aquinas 
students may want to keep their 
resolutions going all year without 
stumbling, but most people do not 
succeed 100 percent of the time. 
Perseverance is the key.  

“I’m always trying to complete 
my resolutions, so even if I fall short 

they are a constant 
in my life and I 
continue to reach 
for them,” Donahue 
said. 

Resolutions 
are not about just 
wishing to be a 
better person; they 
are about mustering 
the determination 

to achieve that goal. 
“The point is for us to 

acknowledge our fundamental flaws 
and work to improve them over the 
course of the New Year even though 
most of us, especially me, never do,” 
Donahue said.  “Also, the New Year 
is seen as a fresh start, and New 
Year’s resolutions can be thought of 
as us trying to make a new start for 
ourselves and leave behind the flaws 
and shortcomings of the past year.” d

New year, new you
The start of the year causes 
students to make new plans for 
self-improvement.

MADISON PETRACEK
Reporter

“My definition is making a 
promise yo yourself to make 
better of something in your 
life.”

-Ryan Pottier
junior

Don’t miss out!
Senior ads for the 2011 yearbook need to be finalized soon. 

Sooner = cheaper!
Visit www.stasaints.net/medallion for more information 

or e-mail Medallion ads editor Lizzie Amaro 
at yearbook@stasaints.net.
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Different requirements,
one goal for service

	 Catholic high schools 
in the Kansas City area each 
have a specific service hour 
requirement for students to 
fulfill in order to graduate. 
However, the amount of service 
needed differs between schools. 
Some schools offer specific 
service opportunities for 
student to help with completion 
of the graduation service 
requirement.
 According to the Catholic 
Outreach program of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas, freshman 
and sophomores are required 
to complete a minimum of 
20 hours of service, juniors 
and seniors at least 30 hours. 
In comparison, Notre Dame 
de Sion requires a minimum 
of 25 hours of service a year 
with a total of 100 hours 
by graduation, according to 
Jessica Hull, Service Learning 

Coordinator at Sion.
 “It sounds corny, but I’m 
happiest when I feel like I’m 
actually making a difference,” 
Sion senior Darby Evans 
said. “Doing service in high 
school was a major part of that 
realization.” 
 Schools such as St. James 
Academy have students 
complete a yearly Christian 
Stewardship 
Project that 
is a minimum 
of 30 
hours long. 
Students 
must have 
the project 
approved by 
the theology 
department 
and create a presentation as part 
of their theology grade.
 While many schools have 
service requirements from 
freshman to senior year, some 
do not. St. Teresa’s Academy 
requires service hours from 
juniors and seniors with a total 
of 90 hours by graduation. 
However, some clubs and 
organizations require additional 

service hours of participants, 
according to St. Teresa Campus 
Minister Robin Good.
 Some schools such as 
Sion and St. Teresa’s Academy 
recognize students who 
complete 100 hours or more 
with a Presidential Service 
Award.  The hours must be 
completed within a 12-month 
period.  

 Even 
though 
different 
schools 
require 
a varied 
amount 
of service, 
their 
goal for 
students 

is the same: to help them 
learn about their community 
and carry on the message of 
the Gospel. Service hours are 
sometimes required by colleges 
for application. 
 “Colleges are looking for 
students that are involved in 
their community,” Evans said. 
“The more service hours, the 
better!”  d

MURPHY MARX
Reporter

Other Catholic high schools 
require different amounts of 
service hours to graduate.

“Colleges are looking for 
students that are involved 
in their community. The 
more the better!”

- Darby Evans
Notre Dame de Sion Senior

The deadline for schedule changes came and 
went quickly, resulting in a lot of work for the 
counselors at Saint Thomas Aquinas. 

More than 250 students had to transfer out 
of classes this year, many before the semester 
ended. The most common class switches were 
out of Honors English, American History and 
various math classes.

“We spend a great amount of time, and I 
really mean a great amount, on these schedules,” 
Student Formation Counselor Laura Cline said. 

Students transfer for many different reasons, 
including dropping down from honors to regular 
classes or changing electives because of shifting 
interests.  Junior Emily Wheeler transferred out 
of competitive forensics for sociology.  

“My parents really wanted me to do 
forensics, but by the time second semester rolled 
around, I knew that I was really interested in the 
human body,” Wheeler said. “When I realized 
I needed to make the switch, everyone made it 
really easy to switch electives.”

 Unlike at other schools, the counselors have 
to deal with 300 students transferring in and out 

of various classes.
“At my school, it isn’t too common 

to transfer out of a class at semester,” said 
Alexandra Serzyski, a junior from St. James 
Academy. “There are a couple new faces in my 
class after semester, but that’s very seldom.” 

At Aquinas, most class changes go 
smoothly except when students ask for a specific 
instructor. There must be a valid reason for 
switching teachers. 

“If you want to request a teacher change, 
you must fill out a class change sheet and pay,” 
Academic Counselor Deb Castinado said. “Then 
the sheet goes to (Principal of Academic Services 
Rebecca) Heidlage, who approves it or not.”

Transferring classes may also help a student 
academically. There is, however, a difference 
between not being able to handle a class and just 
being lazy. 

“In math, if you do not understand the 
material at the pace of the class, I agree with 
the change.  If you are enrolled in too many 
honors courses and find yourself over-booked, 
I understand,” Castinado said.  “I do not agree 
with the idea of just being lazy and not wanting 
to work hard.”

Wheeler agrees. 
“It’s great that our school makes it easy to 

transfer out of an honors class if we can’t handle 
it, but it stinks when students take advantage of 
the easy access of transferring, and use it to not 
work as hard,” she said. d

Many changes to schedules 
are made for second semester

RYLEE SHEA
Reporter

Students and counselors spend a large 
amount of time making changes to their 
schedules for second semester.

Creating your story at JCCC …

“This is an 
incredible 
experience
that prepares
you for the 
future.” 
Sandra, Student

Johnson County 
Community College
12345 College Blvd.
Overland Park, KS 66210
913-469-3803 | www.jccc.edu
“Like” JCCC at
facebook.com/JCCC411

 Slow service progress disappoints faculty

With an April 15 deadline 
looming, some students at Saint 
Thomas Aquinas are faced with 
the challenge of finishing their 
service requirements on time.

Every year, students in 
each grade level must perform 
service hours to pass Catholic 
Outreach. Upperclassmen must 
perform 30 hours of service, 
underclassmen must perform 
20.

According to theology 
department chairman Ryan 
Best, the progress on service 
hours this year has not been 
great.

“There haven’t been that 
many service hours turned 
in, when you look at the 
numbers,” Best said. “There’s 
still a lot of work to be done.” 

So far in the 2010-2011 
school year, 17,118 service 
hours have been turned in. 
Seniors have turned in 4,927 
hours, juniors have turned in 
4,948, sophomores have turned 
in 4,275 and freshmen have 
2,968.

While these numbers 
look large, they are not as 
impressive as they seem. For 
every member of the senior 
class to get 30 hours, they must 
perform 7,830 hours in all. The 

school goal is 
25,320 hours.

Best groups 
students doing 
service hours into 
three categories. 
The first group 
includes students 
who finish their 
service hours 
early, usually 
during the 
summer. The 
second group is 
made up of the 
students who 
perform and 
submit their 
service hours 
all throughout 
the year. The last group is 
made up of those waiting until 
the last minute to finish their 
hours. 

According to Best, the 
third group is by far the largest. 
He discourages students from 
waiting until the end of the year 
to finish their hours, but claims 
it is still bound to happen.

“So many kids wait until 
March or April to do all of their 
hours,” Best said. “I see it every 
year. Habits are hard to break.” 

While that group may 
be the largest, there are some 
students who aim to complete 
their service hours during the 
summer. 

“I finished mine during 
the summer because I have no 
time during the school year,” 
sophomore Taylor Holmes 
said. “It’s a lot easier to do 

them early and not panic later.”
Many people disagree on 

when it is best to do service 
hours. While getting them out 
of the way early might seem 
like the easy thing to do, other 
people see no problem with 
putting service off until the last 
minute. 

“I’m always in a time 
crunch, but I squeeze hours in 
when I can,” junior Jack Goza 
said. “Service is service, no 
matter when you do it.”

Best argues that service 
hours should be done 
throughout the year, not just at 
the very beginning or end.

“They [students] should 
do them year-round,” Best said. 
“It’s not a matter of getting 
it done; it’s a matter of being 
someone that is willing to help 
out and doing it.” d

ELLEN BERTELS
Reporter

Students differ on when 
they complete their service 
hours for the school year.

      Madison Petracek and Ellen Bertels | The Shield       
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When is their culture day?:
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Courtesy of Mark McOsker 

Shirt translation: “Don’t ask me what my shirt says.”

Carole Trickey | The Shield

Shirt translation: “I came, I saw, I partied.”

Frau Nickum

Yes, students have the opportunity to travel to Germany, Aus-
tria and Switzerland over Christmas Break every other year.

Yes.

Oct. 3

Photo Courtesy of Sarah Gabriel 

Shirt translation: “Of course we are French, it’s why we have this ridiculous accent!”

53%

8%

13%

26%

Language Students in the 2010-2011 School Year

Spanish Students

French Students

German Students

Latin Students

Carole Trickey | The Shield

Shirt translation: “We’re hot!”

Mr. Wilson and Mrs. Schroeder

No.

No.

N/A

Madame Bock

No.

Feb. 2

Yes, students had the opportunity to travel to France in Dec. 
this year.

Señora Bregant, Señora Harding, Señora Thompson and Señora Stoecklein

No.

No.

Dec. 12

Places this language is spoken:

Places this language is spoken: Places this language is spoken:

Places this language is spoken:

        Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea,
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay,
Peru, Puerto Rico, Spain, Uruguay and Venezuela.

        Austria, Germany, Leichtenstein and Switzerland.         Nowhere. It is a dead language.

         Belgium, Burkina, Burundi, Cameroon, Canada, 
Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Democratic 
Republic of  the Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Djibouti, France, 
Gabon, Guinea, Haiti, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mali, 
Monaco, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Togo, Vanu-
atu and Vietnam.

Spanish Students French Students German Students Latin Students

Male 169 24 75 102
Female 277 43 62 108
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*Survey is also offered as a class.
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Corrections 
In the Dec. 8 issue, the head-
line for the story on Ramiro 

Noboa said he received a Treat 
America award. He actually 
received an award from the 

Greater Kansas City chapter 
of the Missouri Restaurant 

Association. The Shield regrets 
the error. 
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 Sophomores at Saint Thomas 
Aquinas will have the opportunity 
this year to replant oyster beds during 
spring break in New Orleans that were 

destroyed during the BP oil spill.
 A mission trip is a great way for 
students to grow closer together and 
help those in 
need. Students 
take time out of 
their schedule to 
think about and 
help other people 
in need.
 Many 
teachers, 
including theology teacher Kathleen 
Halling, believe that people who go on 
these trips learn many important life 
lessons. 
 “I take away the satisfaction of 
knowing that I or whoever is going 
on a mission trip made a difference,” 
Halling said. “It helps develop 
empathy.” 
 Sophomore Jessica Satterfield, one 

of the students attending the mission 
trip, said the cost of the trip does not 
matter. 

 “Cost is 
an excuse 
I’ve heard a 
lot of people 
using,” 
Satterfield 
said. “You 
can’t put 
a price on 

helping other people.” 
 Sean Reilly, the teacher organizer 
for spring break trips, said there would 
be lower attendance on the sophomore 
trip this year. 
 Students really need as many 
service hours as we can get for our 
graduation requirement, and this is a 
good way to get those hours. It is a 
little surprising that more people are 

not going. An opportunity like this 
needs to have more attention focused 
on it, and then more people might be 
interested in going. 
 As Catholics, we are called to live 
like Christ in our daily lives, through 
actions such as doing service hours and 
attending Mass. 
 Phyllis Mills, head of the Senior 
High Youth Ministry at Prince of 
Peace Parish, said we are called to live 
the Gospel everywhere.
 “Mission trips and service help 
people gain spiritual insight to others’ 
lives so we can truly be the hands and 
feet of Christ,” Mills said. 
 The sophomore mission trip 
this year will be a real opportunity to 
clear up some of the damage that the 
oil spill caused in the Gulf of Mexico 
and show students the importance of 
service. d 

Sophomore mission to help New Orleans 

JACOB DOTTERWEICH
Reporter

Sophomores on spring break mis-
sion trip will be restoring oyster 
beds harmed by BP oil spill. 

What was your 
favorite part of 
the mother-son 

dance?

“Dancing with my mom.”
- sophomore Alec Frook

“Making my mom happy.”
- freshman Jack Casey

“Partying with my 
mom.”
- sophomore Michael 
Peck

Students 
Speak

 Dancing “Under 
the Big Top”

Clockwise from top:
Left to Right: Senior Alex Nagle and 
freshman Skyler Martin dance in a 
congo line. 
Left to Right: Juniors Christian 
Boschert, Ryan Didde and Matthew 
Biggins enjoy themselves while pos-
ing  for the camera. 
Senior Zeke Albert dances with 
senior Ray Shirley’s mother.
Left to Right: Seniors Paul Quigley, 
Jake McGroder, Anthony Fortino, 
Chris Brown, and Jack Allen party on 
the stage. 
Left to Right: Sophmores Devin Vick-
ers, Andrew  Johnson, and Matthew 
Martin dressed up as tigers for the 
circus theme.     

 Lauren Watson and Mackenzie Lutz | Medallion

“The DJ was good at mixing 
the songs teenagers liked 
and the ones our moms did.  
The highlight of the night was 
watching the seniors’ moms 
dance to Circus.”
- junior Matthew Biggins

“Mission trips and service 
help people. . .truly be the 
hands and feet of Christ”  
- Phyllis Mills,

Senior High Youth Minister



	
	
	
	
	
	

At	the	beginning	of	the	New	Year,	
Oprah	Winfrey	embarked	on	her	next	
big	adventure	as	her	cable	TV	network,	
the	Oprah	Winfrey	Network	(OWN),	
was	launched.			Winfrey	partnered	with	
Discovery	 Communications,	 as	 her	
network	 took	over	what	was	 the	Dis-
covery	Health	channel.
	 The	 network	 features	 many	
Oprah-centered	shows	for	fans	of	one	
of	 the	 most	 powerful	 women	 in	 the	
world.	 .	 The	 network	 plays	 reruns	 of	
the	 “Oprah“	 show	 as	 well	 as	 movies	
such	 as	 “The	Color	 Purple”	 and	 “Be-
loved,”	 both	 films	 in	 which	 Winfrey	
has	 starred.	With	 back-to-back	 shows	
about	Winfrey,	 the	 network	 does	 ap-
pear	 to	be	all	about	her	at	 times.	This	
may	turn	away	viewers	who	are	not	avid	
Oprah	fans.	
	 Besides	 the	 sometimes	 heavily	
Winfrey-concentrated	line-up,	the	net-
work	 does	 put	 the	 spotlight	 on	 some	
other	 superstars.	 	 Psychologist	 Phil	
McGraw,	the	host	of	the	talk-show	Dr.	
Phil,	 has	made	 the	 switch	 to	 the	 net-
work	as	well.	McGraw’s	show	is	owned	
by	 Winfrey’s	 production	 company,	
Harpo	 Studios.	 His	 show	 is	 featured	
about	three	times	a	day	on	the	network,	
so	for	fans	of	his	show	like	me,	 it	 is	a	
real	treat	having	him	on	the	network.	
	 As	well	 as	McGraw,	 the	 network	
also	 features	 Oprah	 celebrities	 Dr.	
Mehmet	Oz	and	financial	analyst	Suze	
Orman.	 	McGraw,	Oz	 and	Orman	 all	
appear	on	the	show,	“Ask	Oprah’s	All	
Stars”,	 in	which	all	three	answer	ques-
tions	 from	 fans.	 The	 combination	 of	
McGraw,	Oz	and	Orman	is	somewhat	
strange	with	all	three	coming	from	dif-

ferent	backgrounds,	yet	the	show	finds	
a	way	to	mesh	them	together	and	pro-
vide	good	entertainment.
	 Besides	 the	 fan-favorite	 celebri-
ties,	OWN	also	introduces	fresh	faces	
to	 their	programming.	 In	an	 inventive	
take	 on	 the	 cooking	 show,	 average	
home	cooks	Anna	Wallner	and	Kristina	
Matisic	 spend	 each	 episode	 of	 “Anna	
and	 Kristina’s	 Grocery	 Bag”	 testing	
popular	 cookbooks.	 The	 two	 hosts	
try	 recipes	 from	 the	 cookbooks	 and	
test	 the	 accessibility	 for	 the	 everyday	
American	 cook.	Professional	 food	 ex-
perts	also	add	insight	and	credibility	to	
the	thoughts	of	the	hosts.		The	show	is	
energetic	and	unique.	
	 Other	 fresh	 faces	 include	 Cris-
tina	 Ferrare	 of	 “Cristina’s	 Ferrare’s	
Big	Bowl	of	Love”,	an	Italian	cooking	
show,	 and	 organizational	 expert	 Pe-
ter	Walsh	of	“Enough	Already!”	Both	
shows	offer	viewers	tips	on	how	to	live	
better	lifestyles.
	 Winfrey	 will	 also	 bring	 new	 tal-
ent	 to	 her	 network	 with	 her	 reality	
program	 “Your	 Own	 Show:	 Oprah’s	
Search	 for	 the	 Next	 TV	 Star”.	 	 The	
show	features	10	TV	hopefuls,	compet-
ing	 for	 the	 chance	 to	 host	 their	 own	
show	on	OWN.	The	contestants’	 talk	
show	dreams	range	from	traditional	ce-
lebrity	gossip	to	an	inspirational	travel	
show.	The	 show	 is	 pretty	much	 stan-
dard	reality	show	fare,	but	any	network	
would	 not	 be	 complete	 without	 one.	
The	extra	factor	of	Winfrey	herself	be-
ing	 involved	 in	 the	 show	 adds	 excite-
ment	and	drama	for	the	contestants.	
	 Overall,	OWN	does	live	up	to	the	
hype	surrounding	it.		Shows	that	draw	
ratings	 like	 “Dr.	 Phil”	 bring	 in	 view-
ers	and	are	constant	fan	favorites.	New	
shows	like	“Big	Bowl	of	Love”	provide	
fresh	new	outlooks	on	traditional	self-
improvement	cable	shows.	In	the	end,	
Winfrey	gives	the	viewers	ways	to	live	
their	best,	which	is	exactly	what	people	
expect	from	the	Big-O	herself.	d

“Black	 Swan”	 may	 seem	 like	 a	
quirky,	 flat-out	weird	movie,	 but	 it	 is	
simply	 not	 just	 that;	 neither	 is	 it	 just	
a	 ballerina	movie.	 This	 film	 has	many	
eclectic	 elements—from	 the	 poetic,	
graceful	 moves	 of	 the	 ballet	 to	 dark,	
horror-filled	 suspense—that	 should	
impress	just	about	anyone.

The	 wonderfully	 talented	 Natalie	
Portman	 plays	 Nina	 Sayers,	 a	 very	
childish	ballet	dancer.		With	the	recent	
forced	retirement	of	the	previous	Swan	
Queen,	 Nina	 and	 other	 dancers	 look	
to	 fill	 in	 this	 monumental	 position.	
The	 frontrunner	 is	 the	 devious,	
untrustworthy	new	entree	Lily,	played	
by	Mila	Kunis.	

Nina’s	 mother,	 Erica	 Sayers	
(Barbara	 Hershey),	 takes	 care	 of	 her	
daughter	as	 she	competes	 for	 the	part	

of	 her	 dreams,	 only	 to	 witness	 her	
slowly	drift	away	as	Nina	is	named	the	
new	 Swan	 Queen.	 The	 Swan	 Queen	
role	 requires	 dual	 personalities:	 the	
elegant,	 innocent	 White	 Swan	 and	
the	 manipulative,	 dark	 Black	 Swan.	
In	 essence,	 Nina	 perfectly	 displays	
the	 White	 Swan’s	 attributes,	 whereas	
the	 newcomer,	 Lily,	 fits	 the	 tempting	
Black	Swan’s	role	remarkably.	
	 Portman	 portrays	 the	 sweet	 girl	
still	 living	 in	 her	 mother’s	 house	
perfectly,	 showing	 her	 true	 talent	 as	
she	 transforms	 into	 the	 darker	 role	
necessary	 to	 embody	 the	 Black	 Swan	
and	overall	part	of	the	Swan	Queen.	As	
Nina	struggles	to	find	her	dark	persona,	
the	horror	of	the	movie	starts	to	come	
into	play.	Since	Nina,	in	her	own	mind,	
believes	 Lily	 is	 after	 her,	 she	 begins	
experimenting	with	 sensual	 deeds	 and	
drugs—something	not	common	in	her	
everyday	life.	

With	a	thrilling	sense	of	confusion	
and	 constant	 plot	 shifts,	 the	 movie	
takes	 viewers	 on	 a	 ride	 until	 its	 last	
moments	 as	 the	 production	 of	 Swan	
Lake	 begins.	 The	 mysterious	 acts	

of	 Lily	 and	 the	 questionably	 weird,	
perhaps	 imaginary,	 acts	 of	 both	Nina	
and	her	mom	all	come	together	during	
these	scenes.

Portman	 and	 Kunis	 both	 use	 the	
many	 dimensions	 presented	 in	 this	
film	 to	 play	 almost	 multi-personality	
characters,	 adding	 to	 the	 satisfying	
mystery	 that	 comes	 into	 play	 during	
the	 movie.	 One	 moment	 something	
happens	 and	 everything	 makes	
sense,	 but	 wait!	 Another	 event	 ruins	
the	 previous	 conspiracy.	 The	 final	
realization	 as	 to	 what	 the	 movie	 is	
really	all	about	does	not	set	in	until	the	
credits	 roll—maybe	 a	 little	 longer	 for	
the	slower	ones.	

All	the	suspense,	horror,	romance	
and	 strange	 elements	 create	 a	 novel	
movie	 that	 everyone	 must	 experience	
once	 and	 for	 me,	 and	 what	 should	
be	 most	 people,	 multiple	 times.	 The	
somewhat	 raunchier	 and	 scarier	
moments	 may	 not	 be	 appropriate	 for	
the	 freshmen,	 but	 for	 everyone	 else,	
this	critically	acclaimed	movie	is	a	nice	
change	of	pace	from	the	typical	movies	
released	as	of	late.	d	 	
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“Black Swan” leaps to new heights

MITCHELL COTA
Managing Editor

Ballet flick impresses audiences 
from critics to students, keeping 
viewers guessing until the end.

Oprah succeeds with 
new network

CARA OLDENHUIS
Photo Editor

Oprah takes her next big step in 
the world of entertainment with 
new channel, OWN
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	 The	spring	television	season	has	
given	us	a	new	caped	crusader,	more	
crime	show	spin-offs	and	the	return	
of	“Tosh.O.”	However	amongst	the	
new	premieres	were	two	new	sports	
shows:	FX’s	“Lights	Out”	and	Com-
edy	Central’s	“Onion	SportsDome.”	
While	the	shows	couldn’t	be	more	dif-
ferent,	they	are	equally	entertaining.
												Most	boxing	shows	and	mov-
ies	start	with	the	main	character	being	
a	nobody	who	climbs	the	ranks	until	
he	becomes	champion.	“Lights	Out”	
does	the	opposite.	The	opening	scenes	
of	the	pilot	episode	show	Patrick	
“Lights”	Leary	(Holt	McCallay)	as	a	
dominant	former	heavyweight	cham-
pion,	on	the	verge	of	winning	a	match	
against	an	up	and	comer,	Raymond		
“Death	Row”	Reynolds.	However,	
viewers	see	Lights	become	too	cocky	
in	his	abilities	during	the	final	round,	
losing	in	a	split	decision	to	the	young	
upstart.	After	the	match,	Lights’	wife	
Therea	(Catherine	McCormack)	begs	
him	to	retire,	as	they	have	a	grow-
ing	family	and	his	body	cannot	take	

the	grind	of	being	a	boxer	for	much	
longer.	Lights	reluctantly	agrees.
	 Fast	forward	five	years,	and	we	
see	that	the	former	champ	is	strug-
gling	with	retirement.	His	brother	and	
manager	have	made	a	few	bad	financial	
decisions,	and	as	a	result,	Lights	and	
his	family	are	nearing	bankruptcy.	He	
becomes	desperate,	taking	any	job	
he	can	get,	from	calling	numbers	in	a	
bingo	hall	to	being	an	enforcer	for	a	
loan	shark.	Then,	hope	appears	at	the	
end	of	the	show,	in	what	will	likely	be	
the	storyline	for	the	rest	of	the	series.	
Reynolds,	now	the	current	heavy-
weight	champion,	is	tired	of	critics	
claiming	he	lost	to	Lights	and	offers	
an	open	challenge	retired	champ.	The	
catch?	If	Lights	wins,	he	gets	10	mil-
lion	dollars.
	 I	could	call	this	show	a	knock-
out,	but	that	wouldn’t	be	doing	it	
justice.	Flat	out,	this	show	rocks!	
The	characters	are	likable,	the	drama	
relates	to	what	the	country	is	going	
through	(the	recession	is	mentioned	
midway	through	the	pilot)	and	the	
action	is	solid.	Most	importantly,	this	
show	may	pump	some	life	back	into	
the	sport	of	boxing.
	 For	years,	The	Onion	has	been	a	
popular	comedy	website,	making	fun	
of	everything	from	sports	to	Russia.	
Now	The	Onion	is	making	its	way	
to	television	in	the	form	of	“Sports-
Dome.”	The	show	is	meant	to	be	a	

parody	of	“SportsCenter,”	with	all	of	
the	reporters	commenting	on	fake	yet	
hilarious	stories	regarding	sports.
	 The	show	has	multiple	gim-
micks.	First	you’ll	get	commentators	
pretending	to	evaluate	highlights.	
Then	they	go	in-depth	on	the	story	of	
a	fake	athlete	in	a	segment	called	“In-
side	the	Bench.”	Finally,	they	make	
up	fake	news	such	as	Lebron	James	
rewriting	the	rules	of	basketball,	while	
following	“the	story”	throughout	the	
show.
	 As	funny	as	show	is,	I	feel	that	
it	needs	to	be	careful.	If	there	is	one	
thing	Comedy	Central	is	known	for,	
it	is	recycling	a	lot	of	new	shows	dur-
ing	the	weekdays.	For	every	success-
ful	show	(“Tosh.O”,	“Daily	Show”,	
“Colbert	Report”),	there	are	at	least	
ten	shows	that	are	not	only	incredibly	
short	lived,	but	make	you	question	
the	sobriety	of	the	Comedy	Central	
staff	(I’m	looking	at	you,	“Krod	
Mandoon	and	the	Flaming	Sword	of	
Fire!”).	
	 “SportsDome”	has	all	of	the	
potential	to	stay	out	of	the	latter	
group;	it	just	needs	to	keep	things	on	
the	funny	side	and	stay	away	from	
the	stupid.	The	biggest	upside	to	this	
show	sticking	around	is	that	it	will	
always	have	material	to	work	with,	
as	there	will	always	be	highlights	to	
comment	on	and	athletes	to	make	fun	
of.d

	
	
	
	
	

	 Saint	Thomas	Aquinas	Boys’	
Swimming	Head	Coach	Rick	Jenkins	
scanned	the	poolside	during	the	Jan.	
13	invitational	tournament	at	Law-
rence	Free	State	and	saw	his	athletes	
seated	side-by-side.	
	 “I	just	couldn’t	be	happier	with	
the	chemistry	that	we’ve	got	going	on	
and	the	enthusiasm	of	these	guys,”	he	
said.
	 The	closeness	of	the	boys’	swim	
and	dive	team	at	Aquinas	becomes	
immediately	apparent	to	anyone	
watching	them.		They	shout	loudly	in	
support	of	one	another,	even	when	no	
reason	to	cheer	exists.	
	 The	unity	is	striking	because	of	
how	new	much	of	the	squad	is	this	
year.
	 “We	lost	(Aquinas	graduate)	
Andrew	Hovorka,	(senior)	Daniel	
Gremillion	and	(senior)	Joe	Herm-
sen,	who	partly	holds	the	200	medley	
relay	school	record,”	said	junior	Brian	
Hinck,	the	self-proclaimed	vocal	leader	
of	the	team.		“We	lost	him	(Hermsen)	
and	his	older	brother.”
	 Jenkins	feels,	however,	that	the	
group	of	athletes	he	currently	has	

lessens	the	impact	of	the	losses.
	 “This	is	my	second	year	and	we’ve	
lost.	.	.	a	lot	of	real	competitive	guys,”	
Jenkins	said.		“I’m	enjoying	these	
guys	and	this	experience	this	year	as	
much	as	any	of	my	years	of	coaching	
anywhere.”
	 At	least	individually,	one	might	
have	a	difficult	time	finding	any	weak-
nesses	on	the	team.		The	group	has	al-
ready	managed	to	qualify	four	athletes	
for	individual	events,	including	senior	
Daniel	Ecklund	in	the	200	individual	
medley	and	freestyle	as	well	as	the	500	
freestyle.
	 Ecklund	said,	“We	had	seven	
(state	qualifiers)	last	year,	and	we	want	
10	or	12	this	year.”
	 Seniors	Ryan	Kelly	and	Caleb	
Brewer,	along	with	junior	Ryan	Didde,	
round	out	the	other	individual	quali-
fiers.	Arguably,	the	squad	has	found	
the	most	success	in	team	relay	events.
	 “Our	relays	have	been	pretty	
good,	we’ve	qualified	for	state	in	our	
first	meet	for	both	of	those	as	well,”	
Kelly	said.
	 These	separate	parts	came	togeth-
er	when	the	boys	defeated	Blue	Valley	
Southwest	110	to	70	in	a	dual	meet	on	
Jan.	11.		The	victory	was	unique	in	that	
Southwest	represents	a	rare	5A	oppo-
nent	for	Aquinas—most	are	6A—and	
that	the	team	got	little	time	to	prepare	
for	the	matchup.
	 “With	Blue	Valley,	we	had	the	
storm,	so	we	didn’t	have	school,	and	
it	was	a	bummer	not	being	able	to	
practice	Monday	afternoon	or	Tuesday	

morning,”	said	Jenkins.		“So	when	
they	told	me	that	the	meet	was	on	for	
Tuesday	afternoon	(we	realized)	that	
was	good	news	for	us:	we	needed	the	
pool	time.”
	 Winning	nearly	every	event,	the	
Saints	left	no	doubt	that	they	would	
take	first.		Historically,	overall	team	
victories	have	not	been	so	certain,	
being	virtually	nonexistent	during	the	
past	five	years.
		 “(The	BVSW	meet)	was	the	third	
one	I’ve	won	at	Aquinas,”	said	Kelly,	a	
swimmer	for	the	Saints	since	freshman	
year.		
	 “The	other	two	were	both	at	
Washington	High	School.”
	 Indeed,	Jenkins	doesn’t	hesitate	
when	critiquing	his	mostly	novice	
squad	when	competing	as	a	whole.
	 “It’s	just	really	obvious	that	we’re	
probably	not	going	to	compete	for	
the	5A	championship	with	these	guys,	
but	they	are	laying	down	the	founda-
tion	for	somewhere	down	the	road,”	
Jenkins	said.
	 Ecklund	looks	optimistically	at	
the	near	future,	hoping	to	beat	the	500	
freestyle	school	record	by	state,	and	at	
the	underclassmen	who	he	hopes	be-
come	leaders	after	he	leaves.		Among	
others,	these	swimmers	consist	of	
freshmen	Grant	Mayfield	and	Jack	
Moran	in	addition	to	sophomore	Eric	
Carter.
	 “You	can	quote	me	on	this,”	Eck-
lund	said.		“Carter	can	be	potentially	
the	best	swimmer	that	Aquinas	has	
ever	had.”	d

Swimmers show team unity
Michael Carlson | The Shield

Senior Caleb Brewer takes a breath after a race at Lawrence Free State High School. Brewer finished third in the 100 freestyle.

Connor  Casey | The Shield

Senior Guard Nelly Weledji gets past a Bishop Miege defender. Weledji is averaging 14.8 
points a game, and was voted Sun Athlete of the week by Sun Publications.
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	 As	close	as	the	game	was,	the	final	
eight	minutes	belonged	to	the	Saints.	
The	defense	held	the	Stags	to	only	
four	points,	and	Aquinas	finally	pulled	
away	after	sophomore	Tyler	Clement	
gave	the	Saints	their	biggest	lead	of	
the	night,	35-27.		A	free	throw	from	
senior	Joe	Downey	iced	the	game	with	
only	a	minute	remaining,	the	Saints	
now	up	40-31.	The	classic	rivalry	game	
ended	with	the	best	chant	a	crowd	can	
do—”it’s	all	over!”
	 Senior	Stephen	Radetic	described	
how	Aquinas	managed	to	pull	off	a	
win.
	 “I	thought	we	played	really	well.	
We	made	our	mistakes,	but	then	we	
also	had	plays	to	make	up	for	it,”	
Radetic	said.	“Having	the	support	of	
all	the	fans,	I	think,	made	it	a	more	
exciting	game.”
	 The	second	classic	game	of	the	
exciting	week	came	two	days	prior,	
when	the	girls	hosted	Gardner	Edg-
erton.	After	a	slow	first	quarter,	the	
Trailblazers	grabbed	a	lead	following	a	
quick	five	point	burst,	caused	by	mul-
tiple	questionable	turnovers	calls.	By	
halftime,	the	Saints	were	only	down	
by	four,	but	they	faced	a	major	uphill	
battle	in	the	second	half.	
	 The	Saints	couldn’t	get	within	five	
points	in	the	third	quarter,	but	did	
manage	to	rally	in	the	fourth.	Senior	
DaShawn	Harden	tied	the	game	within	
the	final	minute,	stealing	the	ball	from	

the	Gardner	point	guard,	being	fouled	
off	the	fast	break	and	scoring	her	two	
free	throws.	
	 With	2.4	seconds	remaining,	most	
assumed	the	game	would	go	into	
overtime.		Not	so.	The	Saints	were	
able	to	pressure	Gardner	with	their	full	
court	defense,	and	the	Blazers	were	
unable	to	throw	the	ball	in	within	five	
seconds,	turning	it	over	to	the	Saints.	
	 Girls’	Basketball	Head	Coach	Rick	
Hetzel	described	what	happened	next.
	 “After	the	turnover,	the	play	we	
called	had	about	seven	or	eight	options	
to	get	the	ball	in—one	was	open.”
	 The	unguarded	option	came	in	the	
form	of	freshman	Tia	Weledji,	who	
caught	the	inbound	pass	and	sank	the	
final	shot	as	the	buzzer	sounded,	win-
ning	the	game	41-39.
	 Senior	Katie	Brown	gave	her	opin-
ion	of	the	game.
	 “We	really	coasted	until	the	fourth	
quarter,”	she	said.	“That’s	where	our	
intensity	picked	up	and	we	had	a	lot	of	
energy	and	enthusiasm.”
				With	the	Gardner	win	and	an	
impressive	50-36	victory	over	Bishop	
Miege	the	next	night,	the	girls	are	now	
8-0,	ranked	first	in	the	EKL,	second	in	
the	state	and	thirty-sixth	in	the	nation.	
	 Hetzel	explained	the	source	of	the	
team’s	success.	
	 “It	comes	down	to	team	chemis-
try,”	he	said	“We	have…good	leader-
ship	from	our	seniors	and	underclass-
man	players	with	a	lot	of	talent	and	
potential.”d

Basketball: Girls win with 
last second shot

MICHAEL CARLSON
Editor in Chief

Aquinas boys’ swimmers qualify 
four individuals for state despite 
losing team leaders.

Courtesy of Fox Entertainment Group 

Patrick “Lights” Leary (Holt McCallay) is a former heavyweight champion who comes out 
of retirement so his family can avoid bankruptcy. Lights Out is on - at 9 p.m. Tuesdays. 

Two new sports shows premiere

CONNOR CASEY
Sports Editor

Comedy Central and FX pre-
miered new sports shows last 
week, both have potential.
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